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What is
Natural InErastructure?

 Natural Infrastructure uses, restores, or emulates
natural ecological, geological, or physical processes.

 From healthy rangelands and soils that allow '
rainwater to percolate into aquifers below our feet to §
star-filled night skies overhead, natural infrastructure
in the Hill Country is complex, interconnected, and
underpins our very existence and quality of life in
Central Texas and beyond.
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. lconic region with strong conservation and
stewardship ethic.

. Dozens of existing studies, plans, and documents
that informed our work.

. Strong support for conservation in Central Texas,
with over $1.4 billion in voter-approved
conservation since 1990.

. More local interest in investing in conservation,
requiring strategic action and informed support.
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FINAL CONSERVATION GOAL & CRITERIA WEIGHTING

ACCESS Tﬂ 28% - Provide open space to improve public health

OUTDOORS & NATURE 26% - Preserve open space in or near low income/underserved areas
n 26% - Improve access to aquatic recreation opportunities
7 / u 20% - Prioritize protection of areas furthest from existing public lands
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Data shows degrees Fahrenheit difference between actual temperatures
from summer 2021 and the mean heat value. The data was derived from
Landsat 8 imagery band 10 (ground-level thermal sensor).
Data source:
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=ec2cc72c3de04c9aadfd467f4e2cd378
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KENDALL CUUNTY Land Area - 422,904 acres UVALDE CUUNTY Land Area - 990,600 acres
Lakes & Reservoirs Area - 1,416 acres

Lakes & Reservoirs Area - 2,660 acres
Streams & Rivers - 3,141 miles

Acres of Highest Priority 2020 Population - 24,564
Natural Infrastructure Areas 2020 Pop. Density - 15.8 ppl/sqmi

Streams & Rivers - 1,679 miles

Acres of Highest Priority 2020 Population - 44,279
SB.B 16 Natural Infrastructure Areas 2020 Pop. Density - 66.8 ppl/sqmi
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Hey Takeaways

* |nvestment in natural infrastructure is a low-cost way
to protect drinking water, mitigate flooding, and
increase quality of life.

 There is overwhelming support for increasing
investment in conservation. With over 2,800 survey
responses, 85% of respondents support increasing
public funding for conservation.

 The benefits of natural infrastructure are not enjoyed
equally across racial, socioeconomic and urban/rural
divides.

e Action can be taken locally to reduce our footprint
and increase natural infrastructure function.




What’s Next?

* Conservation community will work to
accelerate investment in strategic conservation at the
local, regional, and statewide level.

* Drive incentive-based policies protecting natural
infrastructure.

 Emphasize low-cost solutions to flooding, drought,
habitat loss, air quality concerns.

e Work with local elected officials to inform their efforts.

* Increase equitable access to the benefits of natural
infrastructure.
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Questions ?

OurTXHillCountry.org




